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The  exccUency  oj  Chnstian  union. 
Psalm  133.  1. 

Behold  how  good  and  how  fileanant  it 
in  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity. 

Man  Is  cndo%rcd  with  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  deriving  peculiar 
pleasure  from  the  work^  of  naturs 
and  art.  The  spreading  forest,  the 
waving  field,  the  variegated  garden, 
each  herb  and  plant  and  flower,  in¬ 
spire  the  contemplative  mind  with 
delightful  sensations.  Art,  an  imi¬ 
tation  of  nature,  copying  her  beau¬ 
ties,  raises  the  imagination,  soothes 
the  mde  passions  and  awes  the  soul 
to  peace.  The  well-constructed 
edifice,  the  portraiture  taken  by  a 
skilful  hand,  and  the  mechanism  of 
the  artificer  combine  their  aid  to  as¬ 
sociate  utility  with  pleasure.  Should 
the  cause  be  asked,  it  is  easily  as¬ 
signed.  It  is'the  unity  and  harmo¬ 
ny  subsisting  in  tlic  midst  of  im¬ 
mense  variety,  reciprocally  setting  off 
each  other^s  beauties  and  meeting  in 
theexactest  sy  metry  of  parts  and  de¬ 
sign.  It  is  similar  with  the  animal 
creation.  The  coiTesj>ondence  and 
unanimity  of  pursuit  existing  in  eacli 
grade  and  class  of  animals  convey 
an  idea  of  fitness  and,  therefore,  can¬ 
not  but  plcasow  The  bees,  the  most 
useful  and  laborious- among  crea¬ 
tures  so  small  and  apparently  imig- 


nificant,  by  their  unity  accomplish 
great  objects,  and  gratify  the  mind 
of  the  beholder. 

All  nature  breaths  the  senti¬ 
ments  and  speaks  the  language  of 
our  subject.  Social  order  and  har¬ 
mony  are  among  the  first  of  rational 
delights. 

Gob  has  a  social  nature.  The 
persons  united  in  one  are  his  glory. 
The  union  of  heaven  is  what  makes 
^  it  blessed.  This  inspires  the  wbole 
train.  They  harmonize  in  the 
same  notes,  on  the  same  key,  in  the 
.  same  adoration.  Each  enjoys  all,  •  ^ 
and  the  joys  of  all-arc  one.  Pcing 
one  great  family  of  brothers  united 
in  views  and  interest,  behold  them 
all  communicating,  all  receiving, 
participating  in  each  other’s  joys, 
and  worshipping  the  same  glorious 
;  King,  without  faultring,  w  itheut  dis¬ 
cordance.  Laying  the  works  of  na¬ 

ture  together,  collecting  fi-om  what 
is  known  of  the  invisible  world, 
viewing  the  symetry  of  systems,  the 
beauty  of  agreement  in  the  midst 
of  variety,  and  the  pleasures  result¬ 
ing  from  the  whole,  might  not  the 
Psalmist,  dictated  by  every  senti¬ 
ment  of  piety  and  good  wlH,  ex¬ 
claim,  bihold  how  good  and  hc-Hf 
pUaaan:  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  to^ 
get  her  in  unity- 

Rr.spFCT  is  undoubtedly  had  in 
the  pr.ssage  to  Ciod’s  vi.sil>!a  family 


on  earth  called '  the  xhurch.  This 
was  erected  in  an  early  period^  and 
has  continued  down  to  the  present 
time.  It  has  undergone  changes  in 
its  ceremonies  and  out^Yurd  forms  ; 
but  it  is^radically  the  same  now  as  in 
its  commencement  and  will  so  re¬ 
main. 

The  strength,  beauty,  and  exccl- 
Tency  of  Christ’s  visible  kingdom 
very  much  depend  on  its  harmony, 
its  correct  and  corresp>6nding  views, 
and  unity  of  faith  *  and  practice. 
The  subject  then  must  be  interest- 
hig.  It  requires  deep  attention. 
Diffinition  ‘  and  cort  ectness  in  the 
midst  of  variety  and  diffusion  are  c!c- 
sirable  to  be  observed  in  the  trea¬ 
tise.  Ill  handling*  the  su»jject,  I 
shall,’ 

1st,  shovr,  what  is.necessaiilv  in- 
eluded  in  this  union.  2dlv,  men- 
lion  someofthe  particulars  in  which’ 
brethren  in  the  visible  church 
should  unite.  Sclly^  I  shall  mention 
the  beneficial  efiects  attending  soch 
agreement. 

1st,  I  shall  shew  what  is  neccssa- 
riiy  included  in  this  union.  Union* 
is  either  f>ariiai  or  entire.  That 
may  be  called  panial  w  hich  agrees 
in  certain  articlcsof  faith  and  prac¬ 
tice,  whh  exceptions  respecting 
ther  articles.  That  may  be  called 
entire  which  meets  in  the  same 
systeni  without  any  sub*«tanUal  dif¬ 
ference. 

To  constitute  this  union  (here 
must  be  an  agreement  between  the 
vlnders^an(lillg  and  will;  'Fhc  un¬ 
derstandings  of  men  must  coincide. 
They  must  also  make  the  same 
kind  of  choice.  They  must  appm- 
baie  and  disapproliute,  estimate, 
and  undeiwalhir  on  the  same  general 
scale,  'without  dissent  or  clasiiing  of 
opinion",  aiul  tastes.  'i'liis  union 
respects  belief  and  aclion.  Helief 


su}Jposes  an  assent  ‘of  the  under¬ 
standing  and  a  rompliunce  of  the 
heart.  No  belief  about  religion 
partakes  of  any  virtuous  quality  in 
which  the  will  and  afiections  do  not 
correspond  with  the  intellect.  ]{c- 

•  tween- these  faculdes  there  nmst  be 
:  an  agreement.  Tlic  understandings 

and*  hearts  of  men  being  settled,  irr 
the  same  sentiments,  there  will  ht 
an  agreement  in  action.  'Fhey  will 
choose  similar  courses  which  will 
^be.  manifest  juul  visible.  Their 

minds  alike  impressed  are  inclined 
to  olijrcis  wdiich  never  fail  to  influ¬ 
ence  and  deliglu.  As  the  loadstone 
.  attracts  the  needle,  so  holy  cl)jc‘cls  at¬ 
tract  all  holy  minds.  Their  actioJis 
meefas  do  their  feelings.  Tlicy 

.  run  togcthicr  in  woi  d  and  life,  like 
I  pieces  of  pure  gold  molten  in  thiC  fur- 
t  nace.  Tlieir  weight  lies  together 
in  the  scale  of  virtue,  and  their  influ- 
;  ence  co-operates  Ciirist-Iike  and  is 
L*  not.  divided.  This  coincideme  c.f 

I  • 

I  belief  and  action  is  neiih.cr  accident¬ 
al  nor  forced.  It  flows  r.at  jial,  as 
;  the  limpid  stream  from  the  pure 
!  fountain.  It  is  derived  iuid  yet  not 
compulsive.  It  is  not  a  mechariic- 
al  effect  ;  its  very  nature  is  exeel- 
lent  like  its  author  and  its  fruits  are 
!  benign  and  beautiful. 

► 

I 

F  2tilv,  I  shall  meniion  some  of  the 

I  0  ' 

particulars  in  ,>v hie  1>  hrctliren  in  the 
’  visihio  cl'.urcli  should  unite. 

$  s  % 

Ist*,  They  must  unite  in  tlieir  i- 
dcas  of  (jod.  Ib  ligion  has  for  its 

•  foundation  the  being  of  a  (lod  aiuI 
implies  all  those  esiprcssion.s  oi  Io^e 
and  worship  due  to  him  in  his  infi¬ 
nitely  exalted  and  glorious  cli;ujc- 
ter.  Ond  is  an  every  whcit*  jut- 
sent  spirit,  all  powerfii!,  iinchang(‘-, 

t  ahlc,  iust,  ,uoo(l  and  mcrcilu!.  In 
this  ht  there  is  a  ioundalicn  laid 
for  hrotheriy  union  among  the  pi¬ 
ous  and  lioly.  J\ach  and  all  owe 
.  iiim  the  san  e  service,  his  claims 

•  arc  alike  upon  all,  and  the  terms  oi 
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"cllv,  1  he  very  nature  of  this 


acceptance  arc  invariuMe.  Broth¬ 
erly  anion  i?i  his  visible  fandily  re- 
(|aircs  that  jx*o|)lc  coincide  in  their 
r onceptio^is  ot'  this  invisible*  iiid  e- 
lenval  (iod.  Tnis  leads  rn'etob^ 
serve, 

4 

2dly,  That  in(?etin<j  in  this  pleas- 
ureal)lc  union  'takes  into  tlie  idea  u- 
iiiforinity  of  conception  relative  to 
the  aitribufes  of  Deity.  Man  is 
circumscribed  in  his  views  and  can 
extend  liis  tboii^lus  none  l)eyond  a 
narrow  bo’uidwirv.  Hut  the^  liiq-h 
and  holy  one*  stoops  down  so  low 
that  we  may  ac^juaint  ourselves  witli 
his  attriljutes,  thouLjh  we  cannot  find 
him  ovit  to  perfection.  If  unbias¬ 
ed  and  uprujriu*  in  heaf*!:,  our  concep¬ 
tions  of  Iiis  attributes  may  he  just, 
so  far  as  they  extend.  Wu  have 
knowledge  power  aiui  a  sense  of 
fjood  and  evil,  we  have  ptirpjse  and 
plan  of  operation,  and  al!  the  natur¬ 
al  and  moral  faculties  necessary  to 
form  rational  and  accountable  be¬ 
ing's.  From  thc'tc  properties  or 
attri!)utes  in  ourselves,  we  attain  to 
an  acqUwtintance  witii  God.  Conceiv- 
in^  of  power,  knowledv^Ci  and  good¬ 
ness  in  creatures,  and  vie^ying  tlicse 
to  exist  in  (iod  to  an  infinite  de¬ 
gree  leads  us  to  aii  acquaintance 

with  Ills  attributes.  For  brethren 
•  * 

to  worsiiip  him  with  corresponding 
afTecti<>ns,  tliey  must  have  the  same 
notions  of  t!ie  excellencies  of  his 
nature.  Otherwise  their  services 
will  be  performed  to  a  plurality  of 
tiodsof  divei’S  qualities,  and  will  be 
as  discordant  as  the  beinics  thev  wor- 
siiip.  There  cannot'bc  a  uifion  of 
feeling  and  action,  if  ttiev  serve 
I^'^rds  mmy  and  (iods  many  or  at¬ 
tribute  to  any  one  of  the  multitude, 
nn\’'e  or  clifTerent  properties.  The 
Very  grounds  of  visible  union  among 
hreiiiren  wil!  be  undermined,  if 
I  'i'ji'c  be  njl  an  agreement  in  eve¬ 
ry  attribute  uttaclicd  to  God's  chai'- 
•iCter . 


union  makes  it -equally  necessary, 
that  the  minds  of  brethren  apree 
respecting'  God^s  works,  govern¬ 
ment  and  law'. 

Thk  mind  enlightened  to  see 
God,  discovers  him  in  every  part  of 
nature,  and  in  evei  y  event.  Tlie 
material  and  intellectual  systems 
are  of  his  own  choosing  and  form¬ 
ing  and  arc  guided  by  his  wise  dis¬ 
cretion.  IVom  the  highest  angel 
to  the  lowest  reptile,  we  may  see  the 
effects  of  his  forming  hand.  All 
trees,  plants,  and  flowers,  from  the 
lofty  cedar  of  Lebanon,  to  the  ten¬ 
der  \ine  on  yonder  lx>wer,  with  all 
their  contexturce,  joints  and  efflu¬ 
via,  arc  seen  and  ordered  by  the  co¬ 
ercive  influence  of  the  first  cause. 
All  fossils,  minerals,  fiery  volcanoes 
and  springing  fountains  .with  all 
tiicir  attractive  and  repulsive  qual¬ 
ities  arc  so  many  effects  of  the  in¬ 
finite  (iod.  The  seas,  the  w  hole 
finoament  aixl  all  that  move  liiercin, 
with  every  s\veliihg  wave  and  breeze 
of  air  have  the  same  origin.  Ail 
worlds  and  systems  were  created  by. 
hiin,  and  w  ithout  him  was  not  any 
thing  made  that  was  made.’*  Ho  v 
infinitely  extensive  is  his  govern¬ 
ment.  It  omits  nothing,  it  embra¬ 
ces  all  things. 

His  law  is  like  himself,  pure,  ho- 

Iv  and  authoritative,  and  reaches  to 

0 

all  volitions,  actions  and  words,  of 
moral  agents,  in  the  wide  extended 
system.  His  law'  therefore  is  ex¬ 
ceeding  broad.  It  coincides  will; 
conscience,  and  approves  and  disap¬ 
proves  exactly  with  the  judgnicnts 
of  moral  agents. 

Bhethkkx  in  God’s  visble  fami- 

Iv  must  harmonize  in  their  senti- 
0 

menis  relative  to  Ciou's  works,  euv- 
eminent  and  law,  or  their  union  can 
not  be  entire  w'antiug  nothing. 
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4thly,  It  is  ne^^essrtry  that  those 
of  the  same  holy  brotherhood  agree 
respecting  the  scriptures,  and  tlie 
system  they  reveal.  The  old  and 
ne^v  testaments  are  the  only  rule  to 
govern  us  in  principle  and  life. 
Their  divine  origin  is  manifest 
from  the  harmony  of  the  parts  and 
unity  of  design.  Christ  is  the  cor¬ 
ner- stone  of  the  building  and  the 
favors  coni'ered  are  all  the  fruit  of 
unmixed  and  entire  grace,  ^  The 
tiiane  God  has  covenanted,  and  Jc- 
fius  has  offered  the  blood  of  atone¬ 
ment  to  prepare  the  M^ay  for  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  '  Men  come  in¬ 
to  the  world  morally  pojluted,  with¬ 
out  a  spark  of  holy  illumination;  and 
are  justly  condemned  by  the  divine 
law.  God  is  a  debtor  to  no  man, 
and  therefore  to  regenerate  &»iul 
save  is  an  effect  of  divine  power  and 
mercy . »  *  .  ^  • 

Thk  grace  conferred  on  sinners 
is  sovereign’  aiid  ‘discriminating, 
and  where  .‘displayed  is  connected' 
with  future  glory.  *  In  the  v/hole 
assemblage  of  this  divine  system 
there  mu^tbe  harmony  of  mind,  af-* 
fectior,,  and  interest.  Discordance 
stirs  up  strife  and  every'evil  work. 
The  contrary  promotes  social  order 
and  results  in  peace.  ' 

5thly,  Brotherly  union  comprises 
an  agreement  in  every  thing  of  ex¬ 
perimental  religion.  All  holy  ex¬ 
ercises  originate  from  the  same 
cause,  produce  the  same  effects, 
and  result  in  the  •  same  end,  and 
hence  the  experiences  of  Christians 
are  very  similar.-  Having  .drank  in¬ 
to  one  spirit,  their  sentiments  are 
congenial  ;  they  feed  on  the  same 
nutritive  bread  of  life  and  driiik  at 
the  pure  stream  which  -  flows' from 
the  throne.  Being  like  minded, 
tliey  speak  of  sin  and  holiness,  of 
God  and  eternal  realities,  and  of  per¬ 
sonal  demerit  and  Christ’s  fulness, 
in  language  ^  w  hich  proves  tliem  to 
belong  to  the  same  holy  brothci*- 


hood.,  .  They  take  the  same  hum¬ 
ble  posture  before  the  cross,  and 
view.  God  as  the  author  and  finisher 
of  their  faith,*  Instead  of  boasting 
they  smite  on  their  breast  like  the 
publican,  and  instead  of  approbating 
.they  repent'  in  dirst  and  ashc?f. 
.Upvvilling  to  indtilge  native  selfish¬ 
ness,*  thpy  are  ciisinicrested,  and 
whatever  they  do  Ls  done  heartily, 

as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  men. 

,  ' 

This  submission  is  not  forced. 
It  is  not  the  fruit  of  necessity.  It  is 
an  unconditional  willingness  to  be 
in*  God’s  hand,  that  he  might  do 
with  them  as  scemeth  him  good. 
Brethren  in  Christ  tx[)enence  the 
same  jcrossc^^,  have  the  same  clouds 
to  darken  their  sun,  and  surmount 
temptations  through  tlic  '•ame  Al¬ 
mighty  deliverer.  -  Real  .saints  do 
not  clash  in  their  lioly  exercises 
Xominal  saints  may  bite  and  devour 
.  one  another.  •  The  followers  of  the 
lamb  do  not  stri  ve.  7'hcy  are  actual- 
,  cd.bya  j^cculiar  gentleness  of  spirit 
.  whicii  makes  them  like  unto  the  son 
.  of  man.  •  They  love  their  brethien 
because  they  sec  in  them  the  marks 
.  of  their  dying  Lord.  -This  leads 
.  me  to;  observe, 

4 

6thly,  I'hat  brethren  in  Christ  a- 
gree  in  practice.’  Fho^e  who  have 
been  born  into  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  iKung  like  minded,  must  he 
.  alike  in  lilc  and  action.  -  They  may 
;  not  agree  in  every  minute  parlicu- 
.  lar,  and  vet  their  actions  will  so  cor- 
•  respond^  tliat  it  may  be  seen  they 
are  not  divided.  Their  aflinitv  to 
.  the  same  Lord,  is  attested  by  a  se- 
.  ries  of  similar  actions.  Being  en¬ 
grafted  into  God’s  own  olive,  they 
bear  fruit  to  the  praise  anJ  glory  of 
Ins  grace.  Their  prayers  and  alms 
ascend  to  the  san^e  holv  (iod,  and 
(their  -  pious  thanksgivings  result 
from  reciprocal  principles  and  views. 
As  they  arc  all  one  in  ("hrist,  they 
arc  one  in  u  general  demeanor  of 
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life  which  is  expressive  of  a  temper 
like  unto  him  who  hath  called  them, 
riie  duties  of  both  tables  of  the  law 
arc  not  grievous,  but  joyous,  All 
the  real  followers  of  Christ' meet  ill 
:i  genuine  brotherly  altacnment, 
which  foregoes  sinister  *  ends.  ‘  and 
makes  them  disinterested  and  guile¬ 
less.  As  they  v/ould  that  others 
should  do  unto  them,  so*  they  will 
treat  all  men.  W'hcui  they  give  it 
is  not  in  hope  of  receiving  as  much 
again.  When  they  pray,  It  is  not 
in  the  corners  of  the  streets  with  dis- 
torted  visa.gc  to  be  seen  of  men  ;  but 

it  is  the  incense  of  'the  heart  they 
•  •  ^ 

offer,  wiij;  hands  uplifted,  without 
wrath  and  doubting.  In  every  tx- 
pressioh  of  lioly  love,  as  they  have 
obtained  favor  of  the  Lord,  their  ao 
lions-are  sealed  w  ith  the  same  sig¬ 
net  and  as  if  cast  in  the  same  mould. 
Ye  that  fear  the  Lord  will  testify  lo 
the  truth  of  what  I  say,  as  I  go  a- 
long.  You  arc  not  strangers  to 
brotherly  love,  of  its  disinterested¬ 
ness,  and  uniting  force.  *  A:>  you 
have  been  enlightened  by  the  sun 
of  righteousness  ycirhave  felt  his 
general  rays.  You  arc  one  wltli  all 
Cod’s  holy  family  in  interest,  life 
^nd  action.  As  you  arc  members 
of  Christ’s  body  you  love  one  ano¬ 
ther  with  pure  hearts  fervently. 

Tins  is  the  fruit  of  the  invisible 

%  * 

action  of  the  spirit  exciting  to  an  ar¬ 
dor  which  many  waters  cannot 
♦juench  nor  the  floods  drown.  Tins 
three  fold  cord,  this  honil  of  perfect¬ 
ness,  this  golden  chain  which  links 
all  the  family  of  Cod  draws  and 
combines  vour  actions,  as  the  actions 
of  one  man.  •  'riu.;  union  has  sub¬ 
sisted  in  degree,  and  will  inrivase 
more  and  fuorc  unto  the  perfect  day.  j 
In  the  millennial  state  Zion  shall 
lengthenhercordsandstrengthenher 
sta'^cs.  She  shall  break  forth  on  the 
right  hand  andontlie  K'^.ftandall  sliall 
harmonize  and  be  like  a  palace 
Ibrincd  for  fiod.,  'rius  brings  me 
in  the  ^d  i)!acc 


To  notice  the  beautiful  and  bene¬ 
ficial  effects  resulting  from  sucli  un¬ 
ion.  These  effects,  beautiful  and 
godlike  arc  too  many  to  enumer¬ 
ate.  Like  the  boughs  of  a  spreading 
tree,  tiiey  shoot  forth  their  branc. li¬ 
es  in  every  direction.  A  few  of  the 
many,  however,  1  shall  not  over¬ 
look.  . 


In  the  first  place  this  union  is  to 
a  high  degree  bcauliful  and  delight¬ 
ful,  if  wc  ♦ook  only  to  its  very  r.a- 
ture.  As  was  observed  in  the  t- 
set  of  this  discourse,  unity  in  nature 
and  art  constitutes  ti.eii  hij^hest 
beauty.  And  this  haauiy  is  in¬ 
creased  when  found  jii  tlic  more 
important  parts  of  existence  The 
materials  lor  an  cdiarc  viewed  in 


(heir  rude  state  give  ierv  little  p  eas- 
ure  to  the  organ  of  sig/.l  ;  but  be¬ 
ing  put  pge  her  by  the  :-kiilUi  arii- 
ficer.and  compacted  by  t..at  v\'i.ich 
Civery  supplyeth,  they  present 
a  picture  very  engaging  aiid  pleas¬ 
ant  to  behold.  .The  beauty  result- 
ing  from  union  is  vastly  augmented, 
wdicn  applied  to  intellectual 
morai  existence.  I'^e  btatnv  of' 
Christian  union  wilh  appear  veiy 
stiikine  when  \vc  t!;c  effects 

of  such  union  on  a  small  scale.  On¬ 
ly  two  men  united  in  heart  and  ac- 
¥ 

tion  in  matters  law  ful  and  rigiit  a:.d 
this  continued  through  life,  presents 
a  picture  not  a  littie  eng.gmg. 
One  family  all  harmcnious  in  the 
paths  of  peace  and  virtue  gives  a 
kind  of  feast  to  the  spectatoj  u- 
roiind,  w’hich  arises  from  the  vciv 
beauty  of  the  object.  Ai:ply  lids 
to  all  God’s  visible  family  on  i.*  c 
earth.  Imagine  them  for  a  ir.o- 
ment  alike  in  heart  and  life,  drawn 
by  t!ic  cords  of  love  to  one  co'umon 
centre,  reciprocating  each  other’s 
joys,  vvorstdpping  the  same  glori¬ 
ous  King,  fulfilling  ail  the  social 
duties,  and  journeying  to  the  same 
hcayetdy  rest.  Let  ilic  admirer  of 
God’s  works  bo  :\s!vcd,  can  you  con- 


reive  of  a  pleasanter  sitfht.  2(1,  The 
beauty  of  such  union  appears  from 
its  utility.  ‘  * 

Is  tiic  works  of  ait  every  thing  is 
beautiful  which  is  particularly  use¬ 
ful.  Tnis  holds  true  in  every  art  of 
life.  Of  what  abounding  litility  is 
harmony  of  views  and  irUereLt  in  in¬ 
dividual  families  or  neigl!i)orh(X)ds.  , 
Uislike  the  gcntic  rain  succeeded hy 
the  riilivcMUTig  sun.  It  makes  man 
useful  to  mat),  and  society  a  blessing 
on  Irself.  Wealth  and  honors  are 
but  trash  compared  with  it  ;  nor  ^ 
Mould  they  he  any  compensation  in 
cxchacigc.  l^ct  the  church  be  ce- 
rncntCv!  i)v  t!ic  tics  of  holv  brother- 
l)ood.  and  wiio  can  count  up  t!)c  ! 
price  of  its  miiitv.  The  usefulness 

#  *  c  I 

cf  suen  union  can  be  e.sliniatcd  by 
iio  other  rule,  thai)  the  sum  of  hap-  I 
piness  resulting  from  it.  And  how 
great  this  iiC'.rpiness  in  short  periods 
few  minds — Inn  in  a  never 
ciriing  ctenutv.  and  in  the  counties?* 
liOnibcr  of  Otxi'.s  i)lc3ot,d  family,  it 
is  like  an  oro.m  without  bounds,  wc 
lire  lost  in  the  thought. 

Tfiu  utilise  of  sciCCi  harm  on  V  is 
great  if  we  ct)nfKlcri(s  iuHuence. 
'^!"hc  very  sight  awes  the  wicked*  and 
rhaiienges  their  apjirohatior.  It  is 
the  best  and  Itui  icst  preaching  to 
an  Unthinking  world*  iinri  will  do 
l;)or(*  to  reform  a  nation  than  all  the 
phiiosopliy  IVoin  l\vt!iugoras  to  the 
tnvsent  d  iv  ;  vea  more  than  a’l  hu- 
niiii  laws  tnou;gIj  ever  so  wisely  e;!i- 
:  clcd  and  enfoiccd. 

'ihiis  union  resembles  I;eaven  iv- 
5C*ir,  wiicre  no  itvA  cometh.  It  is 
Cinist-iike  and  prepares  for  rn  ha!.- 
jf.atioii  aiih  Clod  foi'cvcj’.  i!an  any 
look  on  s(r:h  union  among  du'So 
^»^ib!o  fainlivand  not  covet  it  ?  (  an 
;nyio(/kofi  its  contrasts* '  1 1'iC  vviiole 
iis?  of  vile  pasdons,  which  liave 
ri»ad(.  a  v. o.dd  wrcccdicd,  and  he  con- 
VCiitcd  to  be  shat  out  fro.n  its  de¬ 


lights  ?  It  IS  verily,  like  the  dew  oi 
Hc^p’an,  and  as  the  dew  that  de- 
sceiuled  upon  the  mount,  of  Zion, 
for  there  the  Lord  commanded  the 
b  essing  even  life  forever  more.'' 

•  N 

jst.  Is  the  foregoing  correct,  how 
studious  should  all  chui’clies  hr  in 
the  things  which  make  for  peace, 
and  wherein  one  might  edily  ano¬ 
ther.  J'he  prosperity  of  churches 
depends  oh  a  union  of  views  in  the 
system  of  doctrines  and  duties  re¬ 
vealed  from  (io(l.  4*'^  there  wide 
ckparlnrcs  from  .this  ground  a  veil 
of  clcformitv  spreads  itself  over  the 
proicssing  brolherhopd,  and  leaves 
it  like  the  salt  w  hose  savor  is  gone, 
and  which  is  Ivcnccfortli^'^od  for 
nothing,  hut  to  he  cast  ‘out  ami 
trodden  under  loot  of  men.  Yc 
vvho  have  enlisted  under  C.hrlst, 
consider  the  h.igh  calling  of'vour 
profession,  and  your  immense  it- 
sponsibiiitv  to  (iod  and  men  and  one 
another  ;  and  let  your  prificiples 
and  lives  be  one  entire  cxpressioti 
of  corresponding  views  and.  inter- 
ei>ts.  If  you  love  peiice  *  V/Hl 
cultivate  it  ;  and  if  the  interest  of 
Zion’s  king  be  near  your  hearts  you 
will  enter  deeply  into  tiiis  su!)ject, 
and  go  on  in  th.e  divine  file  with  in- 
crcasi’.rg  joy.  iieiuemixM*  if  you 
would,  live  in  union  and  hti  happy, 

V ou  niustcultivute  union.  You  ma>i 
0 

enter  decoiv  iiilo  the  grounds  of  un- 
ion,  and  see  well  li.  it  that  vou  ai*<* 
0!i  tile  same  peruianent  lou/ivU- 
tion. 

2cVy*  Is  unicn  \u  the  cluirchrsof 
vioU  so  dehghihil  and  proliiablc. 
Id  iLe  min  Is  xA  all  lie  [)rep:nvd  for 
a  tilcbiing  in  coming  jnio  ihc  scnii- 
iiicnts  and  views  so  cssonilal  to  iruc 
pc, ace.  f>cr  eacli  tainily  be  inspii’i'.d 
w  ith  ti»e  su!/|i.u:t*  h  t  <*:ich  in.iy.iihor 
luiod  f;,cl  its  infjinmce  and  .soch  ty 
partake  lar.geiy  oi  i!ic  heaven  born 
viiitant  and  set  under  l»ls  .'.iiadow 
\v*lii  great  dt light.  \ v  h,..l  lialioU 


Evau^e?:!cal  Soctefy. 


i 


like  unto  ours,  if  each  inflividiial 
composing  it,  should  tiiiev  day  catch 
the  inspiration  of  the  Psalmist,  and 
frtl  the  inspiration  ol  Im  uords  ? 
It  \v(>uld  be  like  a  palace  fornied  for 
Ojd.  Tlie  kings  and  potentates  of 
the  earth  wonld  say,  what  people  is 
like  unto  that  nation  highly  favoT(‘4t 
(d  the  Loi.d  ?  W  ho  shall  n<U  aiuh  i- 
pale  w  hh  hearts  npliited  to  (iod,  the 
Millrnnial  cintrch,  when  all  natiiiiis 
and  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall  flow 
biUu  it  ;  aful  who  shall  not  rather  ad¬ 
mire  the  eternal  king,  who  has  re¬ 
deemed  his  people  by  his  ov/n  Idood, 
and  will  bring  them  into  an'  eternal 
union  of  l|ol)  delights  ? 

•  t 

Kv  angelical  Socitty. 

In  the  Westetm  Distnetrof  Vcv- 
moiit,  tlvcrc  has  lately  been  forincd 
an  Associatb)?),  bv  tbe:  name  of 
The  Ei*rrtgr/jcal  *Soc/V/m/*  whose 
object  is  to  aid  j/ious  and  ingeiibnis 
young  men,  in  indigent  cirerm- 
stancers,  to  ac^juive  educiuioit  for  the 
I  work  of  the  Gospel  Ministry.  'J'lie 
great  scarcity  of  regular  mil  listers 
in  tbhi  thrifty  portion  of  our  country, 
atid  tbe  recent  revivals  of  religion  in 
that  Cjuurter,  led  to  tlie  establish¬ 
ment  ol  tins  benevolent  msiituik  h, 
which  was  first  organized'  at  Pawlct, 
March  6,  1804.  The  officers  of  tlie 
Society  are  a  President,  \Ace -Presi¬ 
dent,  Secretarv,  (derk,  'rreasurer, 
and  a  board  of 'Ibaistees,  chosen  an¬ 
nually  bv  ballot.  'MiC  'friisiv^es  are 
¥  ¥ 

empowered  to  judge  of  the  cjnalin- 
cations  and  claims  of  caiuliduics,  and 
to  give  aid  to  the  extent  4d  thtir 
funds.  None  are  to  receive  assist¬ 
ance  but  such  as  are  Impi  lidl)  [)i- 
oas,  of  orthodox  rtligioUvS^  taiili,  uiui 
incinbers  of  some  regular  ('ongre- 
gational  or  Presbyte  rian  church,  and 
desirous  to  olKaln  an  educatitin  wiili 
;  a  view  to  ho  unel\d  as  tcaclicrs  ol  re¬ 
ligion.  The  'fiustccs  arc  to  di- 


'  rcct  a!Kl  sijp:*i  fiitcn'd  the  studies  a!v^ 
:  moral  <  ondiict  of  t!iC  young  men, 
and  when  they  shall  have  acquired 
compfjtent  knowledge  of  theology, 
and  other  re(jui.^ite  branches  (A'  sci¬ 
ence,  shall  recoTrirneno  them  to 
J  some  suitable  board  ibr  exa  rrdnaticn 
and  approbation  for  the  work  of  tlic 
ministry.  Such  young  mcrn  as  le- 
ceivc  aid  fiom  t!ie  society  arc  laid 
under  obligations  to  refiind  tie  loan 
made  tf.cni  wiih(.>ut  inicjest,  should 
their  circumstances  ever  uuer  art- 
mil. 

#  ^ 

Pr.RsoN’,  «»f  nicraJ^  f  harac- 

ter,  and  .sound  in  the  lait,'.,  arc  ad- 
fniltrd  memV»ers  l<r  a  vote  of  inc  i-c- 
.cietT.  I".acli  member  pars  cne  d'.  !- 
lar  at  least  ii^tothe  rreasHi  y,  cr.  nis 
admission,  ami  the  same  .sum  after¬ 
ward,  arinuully.  Ti  e  society  ror.- 
sisls  at  presrnt  of  1  ctwccu  scvtiuy 
uikI  cighev  incmhtis. 

OFriCKKS. 

Rev.  WitM  VM  J.vcssc>x,of  DorscwV 
I^reuiUiu^ 

Rev.  Nathav  Hai.l,  of  Civ.ngcr,^^ 

/  Ver  Ertddent, 

Tzkriml  Harmon,  Es^.  do.  Trca-^^ 
urtr. 

"JbtK  directors,  thcogh  t-uir 
*  mcaiis  are  yet  sinail,  have  alieiffy 
given  aid  to  tl.rce  or  Iciir  yuui.g 
men,  one  of  whi-ni  has  comment  o  i 
the  ^uuiy  of  Divinity,  'f  nis  season¬ 
able  uiul  benevoloiit  insiuniiun 
ha.s  (uir  best  \Vl^hes  for  its  suppoit 
and  siK^cess.  \Vc  nope  it  n  .w  he 
instrumental,  imdev  tl:e  di- 

reciron  and  blessing,  of  draniug 
from  obscurity  muny  youijg  nu'n  «u 
talents  and  piety,  win)  may  prove 
faiihlnl  lahcurcrs  in  tiu'  \i:uy.ird  (  f 
our  Lord.  l>f  if.is  ran  of  our  c  u\- 
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try,  as  well  as  of  others,  it  may  tru¬ 
ly  be  said,  The  harvest  is  great, 
but  the  laborers  arc  few. 


ANECDOE. 

The  late  Dr.  Gifford,  as  he  ^vas 
one  day  she\ving  the  British  Muse¬ 
um  to  strangers,  was  very  :iiuch  vex¬ 
ed  by  the  profane  conversation  of  a 
young  gentleman,  who  was  present. 
The  Doctor  taking  an  ancient  copy 
cf  the  Septuagiht^  and  shewing  it  to 
him — O  said  the  gentleman,  ‘*1 
can  read  this,’’ — Well”  said  the 
Doctor,  read  that  passage,”  point¬ 
ing  to  the  third  commandment. 
Here  tlie  gentleman  was  so  struck, 
that  he  immediately  desisted  from 
swearing. — A  word,  fitly  spoken, 
is  like  apples  of  gold  and  pictures  of 
silver.'’  Prov.  xxvii.  11.  and,  ‘‘  A 
word  fitly  spoken,  how  good  is  it  1” 
Prov.  XV.  Co. 


POETRY. 

A  Fragment, 

Hail,  heav’n’s  great  King !  unveil 
thy  face, 

.And  shed  on  saints  below 
Refreshing  beams  of  cov’nant  grace 
And  cov’nant  glory  to. 

Swift  as  a  weaver’s  shuttle  flies 
Our  fleetmg  moinents  run  , 


Soon  shall  wc  mount  beyond  the! 
skies, 

k 

And  joy  in  trophies  won. 

I 

i  The  sun  in  glory  far  transcends 
The  brightness  of  a  star, 

And  crowns  and  glory  make  amends 
'  For  all  our  toils  and  war. 

,  One  crown  ennobles  all,  and  all 
With  equal  lustre  shine 
'  At  God’s  liglit  hand  :  before  him 
=  fall, 

.  t 

And  shout,  “  The  glory’s  thine  !’ 

Then  with  ecstatic  joys  we’ll  touch 
Our  golden  harps,  and  sing 
To  Him  that  lov’d  us,  gave  us  such, 
The  great  Eternal  Iving. 

Rrrus. 


We  arc  under  the  necessity  of  a- 
pologizing  to  the  readers  of  the  Evi¬ 
dence  for  the  failure  of  the  number 
of  last  week.  It  was  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  printers  being  sick. 
T’he  failure,  however,  shall  make 
no  blank  in  the  volume. 


CommvsicaVioks  for  the  Rcli- 
^iout  and  Moral  Gazette,  free  of 
posta'^c,  ivill  be  gratefully  receive 
ed. 
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